
PRINCESS MAY - RECEPTION CURRICULUM OVERVIEW 

 Theme Key Texts Development 
Matters focus 

Literacy - 
Comprehension 

Literacy – Writing Literacy – 
Word 

Reading 

 

Maths Core 
Experiences 

A
u

tu
m

n
 1

 

All 
About 
Me & 
My 
School  

• Name and 
describe people 
who are familiar 
to them. 

• See themselves as 
a valuable 
individual. 

 

 

 

BOOK: Where the Wild 
Things Are by Maurice 

Sendak 
 

 
 

TALE: Little Red Hen 
 
 

ANIMATION: Wacky Races 

Group B 
Set 1 first 16 

sounds 

Early 
Mathematica
l Experiences 
 

Count objects, 
actions and 
sounds.  

• Local area 
walk  

• Autumn 
hunt & 
autumn 
crown 
making 

• African 
drumming 
workshop 

Pattern & 
Early Number 
 

Continue, copy 
and create 
repeating patterns.  

 
Autumn 
& 
Harvest 
 
(Black 
History 
Month) 

  

• Learn and use new 
vocabulary. 

• Explore the 
natural world 
around them. 

• Understand the 
effect of changing 
seasons. 

Numbers 
within 6 
 

Link the number 
symbol (numeral) 
with its cardinal 
number value.  

 



A
u

tu
m

n
 2

 
Light & 
Dark 
 
Space 
Bonfire 
night 

 

• Describe what 
they see, hear and 
feel whilst 
outside. 

• Explore, use and 
refine a variety of 
artistic effects to 
express ideas and 
feelings. 

 

 

 

 

 

BOOK: Room on the Broom 
By Julia Donaldson 

 
 
 

 
 

 
TALE: Three Billy Goats 

Gruff 
 

 
ANIMATION: The Magic 
Roundabout - Bubbles 

Group C 
Set 1 first 20 

sounds 
 

Orally 
blending 

words 

Addition & 
Subtraction 
within 6 
 

Automatically 
recall number 
bonds for numbers 
0-5 and some to 
10.  

 

• Young V&A 
Museum trip 

• Brixton 
Windmill 
bread 
making 
workshop 

• Rangoli 
pattern 
making 

• Nativity 
performance 

• Firework 
Painting 

Celebrati
ons 
Diwali, 
Hannuka
h & 
Christma
s 

   

• Understand that 
some places are 
special to 
members to their 
community. 

• Sing in a group or 
on their own, 
matching pitch 
and following 
melody. 

Measures 
 

Compare length, 
weight and 
capacity.  

 

Shape & 
Sorting 
 

Select, rotate and 
manipulate 
shapes to develop 
spatial reasoning 
skills  

 



Sp
ri

n
g 

1
 

People 
Who 
Help Us 
– Local 
commun
ity & 
road 
safety 

  

• Know and talk 
about different 
factors that 
support their 
overall health and 
well-being 

• Talk about 
members of their 
immediate family 
and community. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
BOOK: We’re Going on a 

Bear Hunt by Michael 
Rosen 

 

 
 
 

TALE: Chicken Licken 

 
ANIMATION: Mr Benn - 

Zookeeper 

Ditty Group 
 

All 25 Set 1 
Sounds 

 
Read set 1 

single letter 
sounds CVC 

words 

Numbers 
within 10 
 

Explore the 
composition of 
numbers to 10.  

subitise 

 

• Visit from 
person in 
the local 
community 
(shopkeeper
/firefighter) 

• Ridley Road 
Market walk 

• Safari trip 

All 
around 
the 
world : 
Kenya  

  

• Recognise some 
similarities and 
differences 
between life in 
this country and 
life in other 
countries 

Addition and 
subtraction 
within 10 
 

Understand the 
‘one more 
than/one less 
than’ relationship 
between 
consecutive 
numbers.  

 

Numbers 
within 15 
 

Count beyond ten.  

 



Sp
ri

n
g 

2
 

Planting 
& 
Growing 
in Spring 

   

• Develop their 
small motor skills 
to that they can 
use a range of 
tools effectively. 

 
 

 

   

 
 
 

BOOK: The Odd Egg by 
Emily Gravett 

 
 

 
 
 
 

TALE: Jack and the 
Beanstalk 

 
 

 
 
 

ANIMATION: Popeye 

Red Group 
 

All 25 Set 1 
Sounds 

 
First 6 Set 1 

Special 
friends 

 
Read sounds 
taught in real 
& nonsense 

words 

Grouping & 
Sharing 
 

Link the number 
symbol (numeral) 
with its cardinal 
number value.  

 

• Hackney city 
farm trip 

• Wild flowers 
planting 

• Minibeast 
hunt 

• Making a 
wormery 

• Watching 
duck eggs 
hatch 

Minibea
sts 

 

• Create 
collaboratively, 
sharing ideas, 
resources and 
skills 

Numbers 
within 20 
 
 

Lifecycle 
– Duck & 
Frog 

   

• Describe events in 
some detail 

• Articulate their 
ideas and 
thoughts in well-
formed sentences 

Doubling and 
Halving 
 

Compare 
numbers.  

 



 
 

Su
m

m
e

r 
1

 

Ramada
n & Eid 

  

• Recognise that 
people have 
different beliefs 
and celebrate 
specials times in 
different ways 

 

 
 
 
 

 

BOOK: The Hairy Toe by 
Daniel Postgate 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

TALE: The Gingerbread 
Man 

 
 

 

Green Group 
 

All 35 Set 1 
sounds, 

single letter 
& special 
friends 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shape & 
Pattern 
 
 

Compose and 
decompose 
shapes so that 
children recognise 
a shape can have 
other shapes 
within it, just as 
numbers can.  

 

 

• Dalston 
Curve 
Garden trip 

• Eid cards 

• Parent visit 

Transpor
t – 
London 
undergr
ound & 
trains 

  

• Comment on 
images of familiar 
situations in the 
past 

• Draw information 
from a simple map 

Addition & 
Subtraction 
within 20 
 
 



Welcom
e home 
(past & 
present) 

 

 
   

• Compare and 
contrast 
characters from 
stories, including 
figures from the 
past 

• Recognise some 
environments that 
are different to 
the one in which 
they live 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
ANIMATION: Pink Panther 

 
 

Read sounds 
taught in 3 & 
4 letter real 
& nonsense 

words 

Money 
Su

m
m

e
r 

2
 

Under 
the sea - 
Looking 
after our 
oceans 

  

 

• Watch and talk 
about dance and 
performance art, 
expressing feelings 
and response 

 

 
 

 
 

BOOK: The Night Pirates by 
Peter Harris 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Measures • Trip to the 
beach 
(Southend 
of sea) 

• EYFS 
Graduation 
Show 

• End of year 
picnic  



Sink or 
Float? 
Pirates & 
Boats 

   

• Explore the 
natural world 
around them 

• Engage in story 
times and non-
fiction books 

 

 

 

TALE: Goldilocks 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ANIMATION: Trapdoor - 
Breakfast 

Depth of 
numbers 
within 20 

Super 
Summer 

  

• Return to build on 
their previous 
learning, refining 
ideas and 
developing their 
ability to 
represent them. 

Numbers 
beyond 20 

 


